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(57) Abstract 



A device for accurately delivering aerosolized doses of a medicament disperses a measured amount of drug (40) in a mea- 
sured volume of carrier gas (22) and transfers the resulting aerosol to a chamber (42) prior to inhalation by a patient. The cham- 
ber (42) is filled efficiently with the aerosol, and inhalation by the patient draws the aerosol dose into the lungs. This is followed 
by the inhalation of atmospheric air (96) that will push the initial dose well into the lung interior. The apparatus optimally in- 
cludes a dose regulator (13a), a counter (13c), a clock (13e), a dose memory (30) and a signal (32) to indicate when a dose is ready 
by inhalation. Optimal chamber designs are disclosed. 
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR DELIVERING 
5 AEROSOLIZED MEDICAMENTS 

The present invention is a continuation-in-part of 

application Serial No. 07/724,915, filed on July 2, 1991, the 

full disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a structure and method of 

administering precisely measured doses of a therapeutic by 

inhalation. 

An accurate mechanism for delivering precise doses of 

15 aerosol drugs into the interior of human lungs has been an 

objective of many workers in the art. One of the most popular 
aerosol delivery devices is the propellent-driven metered dose 
inhaler (MDI) , which releases a metered dose of medicine upon 
each actuation. Although these devices may be useful for many 

20 medicines, only a small variable percentage of the medicine is 
delivered to the lungs. The high linear speed with which the 
dosage leaves the device, coupled with incomplete evaporation 
of the propellants, causes much of the medicine to impact and 
stick to the back of the throat. This impacting and sticking 

25 creates a local concentration of drugs much of which is 

eventually swallowed. In the trade, this impact area is called 
a "hot spot" and can cause local immuno— suppression and the 
development of fungal infections with bronchoster iods . With 
broncodilators , for instance, the swallowed dose can contribute 

3 0 to unwanted systemic side effects such as tremor and 
tachycardia . 

MDI's also require a degree of coordination between 
activation and inhalation. Many patients are incapable of this 
task, especially infants, small children and the elderly. In 

5 an effort to overcome some of the above limitations of MDI's, 
others have interposed "spacers" between the conventional MDI 
and the patient. The primary function of these spacers is to 
provide extra volume to allow time for increased propellent 
droplet evaporation prior to inhalation and to reduce the 

0 velocity and impact of the medicine at the back of the throat- 
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Electro-mechanical ventilators and devices have also 
been used in recent years to deliver inhalable materials to a 
patient. These devices permit mixing of a nebulized medicant 
into breathing circuit air only during pre-set periods of a 
5 breathing cycle. An example of this type of machine is the 
system taught by Edgar et al. r in their U.S. Patent No. 
4,677,975, issued in July of 1987 where a nebulizer is 
connected to a chamber which in turn is connected to a 
mouthpiece, an exhaust valve, and an inlet valve. A breath 
10 detector and timer are used to deliver nebulized materials to 
the patient during a portion of the breathing cycle. However, 
in Edgar and others of this type, the patient*s intake strength 
can effect the nebulizer operation with many of the 
consequences heretofore mentioned. Moreover, the amount of 
15 nebulized material delivered in each breath can vary 

significantly, contributing to inaccurate total dosages. In a 
modification of Edgar et al. (Elliott, et al. (1987) Australian 
Paediatr. J. 23:293-297), filling of the chamber with aerosol 
is timed to occur during the exhalation phase of the breathing 
20 cycle so that the patient is not inhaling through the device 
during nebulization. This design, however, requires that the 
patient maintain a constantly rhythmic breathing pattern into 
and out of the device, which is inconvenient and can 
contaminate the device with oval microbes. Moreover, no 
25 provision is made on the devices to efficiently capture the 
aerosol in the chamber so that as many as 80 breaths or more 
must be taken to obtain a dose of medication. 

The delivery of therapeutic proteins and polypeptides 
by inhalation presents additional problems. Many protein drugs 
30 are produced recombinant ly and can thus be very expensive. It 
is therefore important that loss of a protein drug within the 
delivery device be reduced or preferably eliminated. That is, 
substantially all drug initially charged within the device 
should be aerosolized and delivered to the patient without loss 
within the device or released externally of the device. The 
protein drugs should further be delivered to the patient under 
conditions which permit their maximum utilization. In 
particular, protein drugs should be completely dispersed into 
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filled with air and open through a mouthpiece to the ambient. 
The aerosolized dose of medicament flows into the chamber under 
conditions which result in efficient displacement of the air 
with the aerosolized material. By "efficient displacement, M it 
5 is meant that at least 40% by weight of the aerosolized 
material entering the chamber will remain aerosolized and 
suspended within the chamber, thus being available for 
subsequent inhalation through the mouthpiece. It is further 
meant that very little or none of the aerosolized material will 

10 escape from the chamber prior to inhalation by the patient. 

Efficient displacement of air and filling of the chamber can be 
achieved by proper design of the chamber, as discussed below* 

After the aerosolized medicament has been transferred 
to the chamber, the patient will inhale the entire dose in a 

15 single breath. Usually, the total volume of aerosolized 

medicament and air within the chamber will be substantially 
less than an average patient" s inspiratory capacity, typically 
being about 100 ml to 750 ml. In this way, the patient can 
first inhale the entire amount of drug present in the dose and 

20 continue in the same breath to take in air from the ambient 
which passes through the chamber and which helps drive the 
medicament further down into the alveolar region of the lungs. 
Conveniently, the steps of aerosolizing the medicament, filling 
the chamber, and inhalation of the chamber contents may be 

25 repeated as many times as necessary to provide a desired total 
dosage of the medicament for the patient. 

Apparatus according to the present invention comprise 
both a dispersion device for aerosolizing the medicament, 
either from a liquid or dry powder formulation of the 

30 medicament, and a chamber having an air inlet and patient 

mouthpiece for receiving the aerosolized medicament from the 
dispersion device. The chamber is designed and connected to 
the dispersion device in such a way that the aerosolized 
medicament will flow into the chamber and efficiently displace 

35 the internal air volume, as described above. The volume of the 
chamber will be at least as large as the maximum expected 
volume of aerosolized medicament to be transferred from the 
dispersion device. Usually, the chamber volume will be greater 
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port located at one end. The mouthpiece is located at the 
other end of the cylinder, and an internal baffle is located 
between the aerosol inlet and the mouthpiece to prevent direct 
passage of the aerosol to -the mouthpiece (which could result in 
5 loss of medicament well before the chamber has been efficiently 
filled) . The internal baffle is preferably hemispherical in 
shape with a concave surface oriented toward the aerosol inlet « 
Such a construction has been found particularly useful in 
initially containing dry powder dispersions which are often 

10 introduced using a high velocity (frequently sonic) gas stream. 
The chamber further includes a tangential ambient air inlet 
port disposed in the chamber wall between the aerosol inlet and 
the internal baffle. By inhaling through the mouthpiece, the 
patient is able to establish a vortical flow of ambient air 

15 which will sweep the contained aerosol past the baffle and 
through the mouthpiece. 

In yet another aspect of the present invention, the 
apparatus for producing aerosolized doses of a medicament 
comprises the dispersing device, means for delivering 

20 pressurized gas to the dispersing device, the aerosol chamber, 
and a controller capable of selectively controlling the amount 
of pressurized air delivered to the dispersing device in order 
to produce the desired single doses of medicament and deliver 
said doses to the chamber. The controller may include means 

25 for timing the actuation of a compressor or means for 

controlling the amount of gas released from a pressurized 
cylinder, as well as a mechanism for counting and displaying 
the number of doses delivered from the chamber during a 
particular period of use. Still further, the controller may 

30 include a microprocessor and a keypad for inputting information 
to the microprocessor. 

In exemplary devices, the controller may comprise a 
timer connected to selectively actuate a valve, such as a 
solenoid valve, on a gas cylinder. Alternatively, the timer 

35 may turn on and off an air compressor to regulate the amount of 
air delivered to the dispersing device. In portable and hand- 
held apparatus, the controller may simply be a release button 
or mechanism that actuates a spring or air driven 'piston to 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE SPECIFIC EMBODIMENTS 

The method and device of the present invention are 
useful for delivering a wide variety of medicaments, drugs, 
biologically active substances, and the like, to a patient's 
5 lung, particularly for systemic delivery of the medicament or 
the like. The present invention is particularly useful for 
delivering high value medicaments and drugs, such as proteins 
and polypeptides, where efficient delivery and minimum loss are 
of great concern. 

10 The apparatus of the present invention will usually 

comprise the following basic components: a means for producing 
a metered volume of gas, a mixing chamber for generating an 
aerosol bolus from either a liquid or a powder, a reservoir 
that contains the medicament, and a holding chamber that 

15 efficiently captures the aerosol bolus to maintain the 

aerosolized particles in suspension and allow a patient to 
inhale the aerosol by a slow, deep inspiration, thereby 
effectively distributing the aerosolized medicament to the 
distal region of the lungs. 

20 A gas source will usually deliver a preselected 

volume of gas at greater than about 15 psig in order to produce 
a sonic velocity jet in an aerosol producing region (although 
sonic velocity is not always necessary) • The pressurized gas 
is required to efficiently atomize the liquid or break apart 

25 the powder producing an aerosol having particles that are 

predominantly 1 to 5 p in diameter. In addition, the volume 
of the gas bolus must be less than a fraction of a patient's 
inspiratory volume, preferably between 100 to 750 ml. Suitable 
gas sources include: 

30 1) an air compressor with a timer to control the 

operating period of the compressor (where the timer 
comprises at least a portion of the controller 
discussed hereinafter) ; 

2) a compressed gas cylinder with a solenoid valve 
35 controlled by a timer; 

3) a liquid propellant with a metering valve and an 
evaporation chamber; 
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4) a spring pis-ton pump; and 

5) a pneumatic pump. 

The means for producing the aerosol will usually 
consist of a constricted orifice that produces a high velocity 
5 gas flow to atomize a liquid or break apart powder 

agglomerates. The present invention is designed to be used 
with a conventional jet nebulizer that operate with airflow 
rates in the range from 3 to 13 L/min at about 15 psig, with 
the flow rate depending largely on the nozzle geometry of the 
10 nebulizer. The present invention further provides a means of 
controlling the volume of air delivered to the nebulizer in 
order to produce an aerosol bolus having a specific volume that 
can be contained in the aerosol holding chamber. By 
controlling the gas source to deliver a specific volume of gas, 
the system can employ a variety of nebulizers available from 
commercial vendors, such as Marquest, Hudson, Baxter, and 
Puritan Bennett. 

The present invention can also operate with a powder 
jet disperser as a means of generating an aerosol, a 
pressurized gas jet produces a highly turbulent gas flow that 
serves to break apart powder agglomerates producing an aerosol 
having single particles of the preformed powder. An example of 
a suitable powder/ gas mixing chamber is a simple nozzle with a 
venturi ejector, as shown in Figure 7. An advantage of this 
type of powder mixer is that the gas flow through the nozzle is 
only a fraction of the entrained airflow through the venturi. 
This reduces the air capacity so that the required volume of 
gas for dispersing the powder could be delivered from a small 
"pocket-sized" gas source. 

In addition, the powder dispersing apparatus must 
produce a pressure pulse having a long enough duration 
(typically 0. 01 to 1 second) to adequately fluidize the powder 
and efficiently dispense the powder from the reservoir. A 
small diameter nozzle, less than 0.020 inch is acceptable and 
less than 0.015 inch is preferable, in order to achieve an 
acceptable duration of the pressure pulse at peak pressures 
exceeding 15 psig with a volume of gas that is small enough to 
be contained in a small holding chamber. 
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Referring now to the drawings wherein like numerals 
indicate like parts, the numeral 10 generally indicates an 
exemplary apparatus constructed in accordance with the 
principles of this invention. The apparatus is powered by an 
5 electrical source 12 that provides energy for a controller, 
typically in the form of a microprocessor 18. The present 
invention, however, does not require the use of an electrical 
or digital controller, so long as some means is provided for 
supplying preselected gas volumes for aerosol bolus. 
iO The microprocessor 18 is a general purpose 

microcontroller unit (MCU) such as that sold by Motorola under 
their Model Number 68HC05. This unit has on-chip peripheral 
capabilities and the on-board memory system 30. The on-chip 
peripheral capability of the Motorola unit includes multiple 
15 input ports, one of which receives the input data from the 

keypad 13 via line 16. The microprocessor 18 has a plurality 
of output ports and its functioning will be more fully 
understood as the components of the invention are described. 

Keypad 13 has six input keys that are important to 
20 performance, namely; 13a, 13b, 13c, 13d, 13e and 13f . The 
volume or amount of each aerosolized dose is selected by 
controlling the length of time a compressor 22 is turned on by 
pressing the "puff size" button 13a. The keypad 12 is 
programmed so that a first press of button 13a will display a 
25 choice of puff sizes on an LCD 32. Additional pressings of the 
button will select the desired size. A "puff counter actuator" 
button 13b is pressed which will cause the LCD 32 display "00". 
A second press of 13b energizes the air compressor 22 via 
output line 38 for a 13a. This produces the first aerosolized 
30 dose or bolus of a medicament for inhalation. The LCD display 
32 will change from 00 to 01 and the LCD will increase by one 
upon each additional activation of the compressor. The patient 
will continue activating puffs with button 13b until the 
prescribed number of puffs have been taken. As these puff 
35 events are occurring, the time and number are stored in 
memory 30. 

To view a record of previous uses of the device, a X 
dosage recall button 13c is pressed which causes LCD 32 to 



WO 93/00951 PCT/US92/05621 



20 



25 



12 



30 



35 



display prior dates, times, puff sizes and number of puff 
formation events. Successive pressings of the button 13c will 
enable scrolling of the patient -s dosage history. Reversal of 
scroll direction is accomplished by pressing button 13d and 
5 then continuing to scroll with 13c. The button 13e is a 

clock/calendar button. Pressing the button 13e causes the LCD 
32 to display the current date and time. After the device is 
used and a series of puffs have been taken, the system will 
automatically default five minutes after the last puff to 
10 display the actual time and date on the LCD display. Thus, the 
device is a clock/calendar when not in actual use and during 
the use and date or time can be viewed by pressing I3e. 

Air from compressor 22 is communicated to a mixer 40. 
The mixer 40 may be a nebulizer, a dry powder dispenser or 
15 other type of nebulizer known to the prior art. When unit 40 
is a dry powder dispenser, the compressed air from compressor 
22 may optionally be first subjected to coalescing filter 41 
and a desiccant filter 41a. when unit 40 is a nebulizer, a 
particle filter 21 may optionally be placed at the intake 23 of 
the compressor to filter out articles before the air is 
compressed, in either case, the medicament or drug will 
preferably be in the form of a small particulate, usually 
having an aerodynamic size in the range from 1 p to 5 urn. It 
is known that particles in this size range are most efficiently 
delivered to the alveolar regions of the lungs. 

An exemplary dry powder venturi nozzle 200 is 
illustrated in Fig. 7. The venturi nozzle 200 includes a side 
port 202 which receives an initial charge of powder medicament 
M, typically a lyophilized protein or polypeptide. The powder 
is drawn into dispersion chamber 204 at the point where nozzle 
orifice 206 introduces a high velocity gas stream in the 
direction of arrow 2 08. The high velocity gas stream will 
result from pressurized gas or air in plenum 210, which may be 
provided by a separate air compressor 22 (Fig. i) or an air or 
gas cylinder (not illustrated) . The low pressure caused by the 
air or gas stream will draw the powder continuously into the 
dispersion chamber 204 where agglomerates of the powder are 
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broken into smaller sizes within the preferred 1 /*m to 5jxm 
range by the turbulent shear effect in the chamber. 

In any event, unit 40 is of a type that will nebulize 
or mix a defined amount of medicant with the preselected amount 
5 of compressed air received from compressor 22. This defined 
amount, referred to as a dosage or bolus, flows into a chamber 
42 via the conduit 39. The chamber 42 is transparent, 
typically having a glass, transparent plastic, or similar 
wall 44. 

10 A critical aspect of the present invention is the 

ability to transfer the aerosolized medicament from the mixer 
40 into the chamber 42 without substantial loss of medicament 
through the mouthpiece or within the chamber. Such losses will 
be minimized so that at least about 40% by weight of the 

15 medicament delivered to the chamber will remain aerosolized and 
suspended within the chamber after the entire volume has been 
transferred. Preferably, at least about 55% will remain 
suspended, more preferable at least about 70%. Such low losses 
are desirable since the total amount of drug which may be 

20 introduced into the chamber for each transfer is maximized, and 
thus the amount which may be inhaled in each breath by a 
patient is increased. Additionally, even small losses of high 
valued drugs, such as proteins and polypeptides, can become 
significant over time. Still further , the ability to deliver a 

25 concentrated aerosol dispersion of drug into the chamber will 
increase the concentration of drug delivered to the patient 
with each breath. Such high concentration dosages are 
preferable since they can reduce the total number of breaths 
necessary to deliver a prescribed amount of drug, thus 

30 increasing the total amount of time required for the treatment. 

Loss of aerosolized medicament can be reduced by 
minimizing mixing between the aerosolized medicament and the 
displaced air as the chamber is being filled. Minimum mixing 
between the aerosol transferred from the mixing chamber 40 and 

35 the displaced air within chamber 42 can be enhanced by properly 
designing the chamber 42 as well as the inlet flow geometry of 
the aerosol into the chamber . Particularly preferred 
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geometries are illustrated in Figs. 2 -s and 8 u 

in more detail hereinbelov. ' deE "i"ed 

user that a pul" '"re"! 70 : " " Wi " —* *- 
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that upon pressing the puff counter /actuator button 13b, valve 
80 opens and then closes by default if the machine is not used 
for a set period. Disposed across inhale line 45 is a one-way 
check valve 47. A one-way check valve 94 is also disposed 
5 across the air intake conduit 96. 

Particularly preferred chamber geometries are 
illustrated in Figs. 8-11. Chamber 100 in Fig. 8 comprises a 
cylindrical body 102 with a tangential aerosol inlet port 104. 
The tangential aerosol inlet port 104 will be connected to a 

10 suitable aerosol dispersing device, usually either a nebulizer 
or a dry powder device (as described above) , preferably a 
nebulizer, and the aerosol will enter and assume a vortical 
flow pattern, as indicated by arrows 106. The entry of the 
aerosol will displace air initially present in the chamber 100 

15 through mouthpiece 108. Usually , but not necessarily, the 

chamber 100 will be oriented vertically with the mouthpiece at 
the top. After the entire aerosol bolus has entered the 
chamber 100 (typically only partially filling the chamber 
leaving a "buffer 11 of air near the mouthpiece 108) , the patient 

20 will inhale through the mouthpiece 108, drawing in ambient air 
through ambient air inlet 110, thus sweeping the chamber of the 
aerosolized medicament. Ambient air inlet 110 will usually 
have a one-way valve, such as a flap or diaphragm valve (not 
illustrated) in order to prevent loss of aerosol as the aerosol 

25 is introduced through port 104. 

Chamber 120 in Fig. 9 is similar to chamber 100, 
except that an inlet tube 122 extends into the chamber 
interior, forming a vortical baffle. Apertures 124 are 
disposed about the inlet tube 122 to permit entry of air as the 

30 patient inhales through mouthpiece 126. Ambient air inlet 128 
is similar to inlet 104 in Fig. 8. 

A horizontally disposed chamber 140 is illustrated in 
Fig. 10. Chamber 140 includes both a tangential aerosol inlet 
142 and tangential mouthpiece 144. Thus, aerosolized 

35 medicament will enter through the inlet 142 and move 

horizontally across the chamber interior toward the mouthpiece 
144. An advantage of this design is that the aerosol particles 
will tend to drop below the level of the mouthpiece 144 as they 
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cross the chamber. Thus, loss of the medicament through the 
mouthpiece 144 will be minimized. Ambient air inlet 146 is 
provided to permit air infusion as the patient inhales through 
the mouthpiece 144. 

5 A preferred chamber 150 for use with dry powder 

dispersion devices, such as venturi nozzle 200 in Fig. 7, i s 
illustrated in Fig. iia. The chamber 150 will generallybe 
maintained with its axis oriented vertically, with an aerosol 
inlet 152 at its lower end and a mouthpiece 154 at its upper 
10 end. The chamber 150 further includes an internal baffle 156 
which is suspended from a rod 158 attached to the upper end of 
the chamber. The baffle 156 is preferably hemispherical, with 
its open or concave end oriented downwardly toward aerosol 
inlet 152. The purpose of the baffle 156 is to contain the 
L5 initial plume of aerosol created by the high velocity air or 
gas stream. The hemispherical design is preferred since it 
will redirect the initial flow of aerosol back downward, 
creating a recirculation as indicated by the arrows in 
Fig. lis. other geometries for the baffle, including flat 
0 plates, perforated plates, cylinders, cones, and the like, 
might also find use, with the primary requirement being that 
the baffle design be able to provide an initial containment 
zone within the chamber. 

After an aerosolized dose or bolus of medicament has 
> been introduced to the chamber 150, the patient will inhale 
through the mouthpiece 154, drawing ambient air in through 
ambient air inlet 158. The inlet 158 includes a one-way flap 
or diaphragm valve 160 which permits the inflow of air but 
prevents the initial loss of medicament as the aerosolized dose 
' enters through the inlet 152. The ambient air inlet 158 is 
disposed tangentially on the chamber 150, and entry of ambient 
air through the inlet cause a vortical (as illustrated in Fig. 
11C) which will cause the suspended medicament particles to 
move radically outward (due to the induced cyclone effect) and 
be carried upward by the airflow through the annular region 162 
between the periphery of the baffle 156 and the interior wall 
of the chamber 150. 
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Moreover, the sweeping of chamber 50 with air after each 
inhalation helps assure substantially complete delivery of the 
drug to the patient. 

s ataospheric or P^ e air and the medicament bolus, 

each moves from the chamber 42 through the one-way check valve 
47 into the patient's mouth via the conduit 45. A mask 48 with 
a one-way exhalation port is used for patients that reguire 
same, a one-way valve 47 may be used to prevent the patient 
from accidentally exhaling into the chamber 42. 

10 ^ , Fig * 6A " 6D Sh ° V illus trations of the sequence of 

bolus generation and withdrawal from the aerosol holding 
chamber 42. y 

The following examples are offered by way of 
illustration, not by way of limitation. 

15 

EXPERTMBwraT. 

Bxpariwrnqtal Prp n-p—t 

nee ^ i*** SUPPly " 3 nitr °9 en blinder with a regulator, a 
needle valve, a pressure gauge, and a solenoid valve that is 
operated with a tUner with a resolution of 0.01 second. 

Jet Nebulizer - Rapid-Flo-, (Allersearch , Vermont 
Victoria, Australia) 

Ti a fc P ° Wder DiSperser " A vent ^i (as illustrated in 
Fxg. 7) having a 0.013 inch diameter jet nozzle. 

■«. • Aeroso1 Homing Chambers - Fabricated from plastic 
-=> witn internal volumes o-p -7*n «i ^ 

OJ -™ es °« 750 ml. Design l - 3-inch cylindrical 

chamber with spherical top and bottom and one 90- -port at the 

tlZ'.T T " P ° rt " **" tOP " d ° ne ta "»«"»l PO-t on the 
side (as illustrated in Fig. e) . oesign 2 - 3-inch cylindrical 
=ha»ber with spherical top and bottom and a 1 inch cylindrical 
» spacer located axially along the center of the chamber, Tn^ee 

ITI~ ""I '"' " POrt " b3Se ' ° M 451 -*« at ^P and 
one tangential port on the side (as illustrated in Fig. 9 , 

Design 3 - 3-inch cylindrical chamber with spherical top and 

bottom; a 2 -i/ 2 i» C h hemispherical baffle held in the center of 

the chamber With a rod. The baffle was located approximately 2 

inches above the base of the chamber. Three ports - aerosol 

ZT^L " P ° rt " bMe ' ■««**—' «• "Port at the top 
and makeup air intake: tangential port on the side (as 
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illustrated in Fig. 11) • Design 4 - 3-inch cylindrical chamber 
with spherical top and bottom; a 2-1/2 inch hemispherical 
baffle located 2-3/4 inches above the base on a cone (as 
illustrated in Fig. 11) . 
5 Methods 

The four aerosol chamber designs were tested using 
either the jet nebulizer or the powder dispenser. Design 1 was 
tested using either the 90° -port at the base for the aerosol 
intake or the tangential port as the aerosol intake • 

10 The total airflow through the apparatus, the aerosol 

generator and the holding chamber, was measured with a 
rotameter connected to the mouthpiece of the holding chamber. 
The flow was set to the desired rate with the needle valve. 
The pressure was maintained above 15 psig to ensure sonic 

15 velocity in the nozzle of the aerosol generator. 

Once the airflow was set, the sample was loaded into 
the aerosol generator. The operating period was set on the 
timer. A toggle switch on the timer opened the solenoid valve 
sending air through the aerosol generator and producing the 

20 aerosol. We observed the distribution of the aerosol in the 
holding chamber and could observe when the aerosol began to 
flow out of the chamber. The maximum length of time that the 
aerosol generator could be operated and still capture all of 
the aerosol in the holding chamber was determined by adjusting 

25 the operating period on the timer and repeating the steps 

listed above. The aerosol dose volume was calculated from the 
flow rate and the time the solenoid was open. A vacuum line 
was connected to the holding chamber following an actuation to 
clear the chamber of the aerosol before actuating again. 

30 A 0.9% saline solution was used in testing the 

different holding chamber configurations with a Rapid-Flo™ 
nebulizer. The nebulizer was operated at flow rate of 19 Ii/min 
which resulted in 24 psig across the jet of the nebulizer. 

The powder disperser was tested at a pressure of 3 0 

35 psig which resulted in a flow rate of 10.4 L/min through the 
apparatus. Approximately 5 mg of a test powder, prepared by 
spray drying a solution of mannitol and bovine serum albumin, 
was loaded into the venturi intake and the solenoid valve was 
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actuated. We checked for powder remaining in the venturi 
intake to determine whether there was an adequate air supply to 
disperse the powder. The particle size distribution measured 
from the chamber using an Aerosizer (API, Hadley, MA) particle 
size analyzer showed that the aerosol contained particles 
between l and 4 jum in diameter. 
Results 

Results comparing the different chamber designs for 
containing the aerosol are reported in Table l. The maximum 
volume of the aerosol contained by the chamber was calculated 
from the maximum operating time and the total airflow. The 
proportion of the aerosol volume to the volume of the chamber 
given in the % Chamber Volume column is a way of comparing the 
effectiveness of the different chamber designs for containing 
the aerosol. The air volume needed to disperse 5 mg of powder 
could be efficiently captured in all of the chamber 
configurations tested. The designs that induced a vertical 
axrf low patern in the chamber retained a larger volume of 
aerosol. 

TABLE 1 

Aerosol Capture Efficiency for several 
Holding Chamber Designs 

Nebulizer- Powder Disperser 

Aerosol rh™L>>. increase % of increase 

vX™£ S? nbar w Ver aerosol Chamber over 

Volume volume base Volume Volume base 



Chamber 



Design 1 

bottom 

fill 



Design 1 

tangential 

fill 



Design 2 
center 
baffle 

Design 3 
hemisphere 
baffle 



348 mL 



665 mL 



728 mL 



950 mL 



45.8% 



88.7% 



97.1% 



127% 



1.94 



2.12 



2.77 



69. mL 



95.3 mL 



104 mL 



164 mL 



9.24% 



12.7% 



13.9% 



21.9% 



1.38 



1.50 



2.37 
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Conclusions 

An aerosol holding chamber can be designed tJiat 
efficiently captures a measured volume of aerosol. A chamber 
designed to induce vortical airflow pattern in the chamber by a 
5 tangential aerosol intake or using baffles distributes the 
aerosol more evenly in the chamber without loss from the 
mouthpiece* For use with a nebulizer, a vortical airflow 
produces a higher concentration of medicament in the chamber so 
that an effective dose could be taken with fewer puffs. The 

10 results with the powder disperser show that the vortical flow 
and properly designed baffles are effective in containing a 
powder aerosol produced by a turbulent jet. 

It should be understood that the preferred 
embodiments of the present invention have been disclosed by way 

15 of example and that other modifications may occur to those 

skilled in the art without departing from the scope and spirit 
of the appended claims. 
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WHAT Tfi rr.ATMBn ta. 

1. A method for producing an aerosolized dose of a 

» =™»: : f ° r subseqami inhalatiOB * * ~« — 

a mred** dispersin 9 a Preselected amount of the medicament in 
^predetermined volume of oas to produce the aerosolized doe.; 

introducing substantially the entire volume of the 

T°t *" ^ * " aVin ' M — thpiece, 

whereby air initially present in said chamber is displaced 

Tr^IL T anWal l0SS °* -"—*■«»«* the mouthpiece 
or vi thm the chamber. 

15 AnSr . 2 * A meth ° d as in claim 1' wherein at least about 

40% by wexght of the medicament delivered to the chamber 
remaxns aerosolized and suspended within the chamber. 

20 vn , . 3 ' A meth ° d as in claim 1» wherein the chamber 

HTt^ " ^ ran9S fr ° m ^ t0 750 ml ^ «- — volume 
is an the range from io ml to 750 ml. 

1. *i ^ • A 38 ^ Claim wherein the medicament 

xs dispersed in an aerosol of particles in the 
25 from 1 Mn to 5 m . Partxcles xn the size range of 

e««»- 5 * A aS in Claim 4 ' whe "in the medicament 

comprxses a protein or polypeptide active agent. 
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is disn.. ^ k a . Mth0d " ln clai » I' herein the medicament 

"h£h ^ y lntr0dUCin ' a *I PO«der of the medicament into 
a hxgh velocity air stream. 



35 



air ^ • ffieth ° d 38 ±n Claim 6 ' wher *i» high velocity 

a.r stream xs introduced axially into the chamber and the 

-edxcament contained within the chamber by an internal baffle. 
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a * method as in claim 1, wherein the 

the medicament and the nebulized dose now 
under substantially laminar flow conditions. 

9 a method as in claim 8, wherein the aerosolized 
dose flows into the chamber in a vortical pattern- 

10 . A method for delivering an aerosolized 
0 medicament to a patient, said method 

(a) dispersing a preselected amount of the 
medicament'in predetermined volume of ,as to produce a single 
aerosolized dose, ^ the entire volume of 

• _ „k»™vi»>i- having an open mouthpiece, 
5 the aerosolized dose into a chamber having y 

or within the chamber; 

(C) inhaling of the aerosolized dose from the 
i0 chamber through the mouthpiece by the patient, whereby the 
Cfca.fcer is refilled with ambient air; and 

repeating steps (a) through (c) a suMlcl 
of times to deliver a desired total dosage of the medicament. 

H. A method as in claim 10, wherein at least about 
40* by weight of the medicament delivered to the chamber 
remaps aerosolized and suspended within the chamber. 

12 A method as in claim 10. wherein the chamber 
30 volume is inthe range from !00 ml to 75 0 ml and the gas volume 
is in the range from 10 ml to 750 ml. 

13 . A method as in claim 10, wherein the medicament 
i. dispersed in an aerosol of particles in the size range of 

35 from 1 (im to 5 M m * 

14. A method as in claim 13, wherein the medicament 
comprises a protein active agent. 
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15. A method as in claim 10, wherein the medicament 
as dispersed by introducing a dry powder of the medicament into 
a high velocity air stream. 

5 16. A method as in claim 15, wherein the high 

velocity air stream is introduced axially in the chamber and 
the medicament is contained within the chamber by an internal 
baffle, and wherein the ambient air enters the chamber is a 
vortical pattern which sweeps the medicament past the baffle to 
10 the mouthpiece. 

17. A method as in claim 10, wherein the medicament 
i* dispersed by nebulizing a liquid solution or suspension of 
the medicament and the nebulized dose flows into the chamber 
under substantially laminar flow conditions. 



15 



18. A method as in claim 10, wherein the aerosolized 
dose flows into the chamber in a vortical pattern. 

20 19- An apparatus for producing aerosolized doses of 

a medicament, said apparatus comprising: 

means for aerosolizing a preselected amount of the 
medicament in a predetermined volume of air; 

a chamber having an ambient air inlet and a patient 
25 mouthpiece; and 

means for transferring substantially the entire 
volume of aerosolized medicament from the aerosolizing means to 
the chamber ; 



30 



whereby air initially present in said chamber is 
displaced without substantial loss of medicament through the 
mouthpiece or within the chamber. 
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20. An apparatus as in claim 19, wherein the means 
for aerosolizing the medicament comprises a dry powder 
reservoir and means for introducing preselected amounts of the 
dry powder into a flowing gas stream. 
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21. An apparatus as in claim 20 , further comprising 
an internal baffle within the chamber, wherein the transferring 
means directs the aerosol axially within the chamber and the 
internal baffle contains the medicament within the aerosol 

5 within a region between the transforming means and the baffle. 

22. An apparatus as in claim 21, wherein the ambient 
air inlet is disposed tangentially on the chamber between the 
transferring means and the baffle, whereby inhalation on the 

10 mouthpiece will induce a vortical flow of ambient air to sweep 
medicament past the baffle. 

23. An apparatus as in claim 22 , wherein the baffle 
is hemispherical with a concave surface disposed toward the 

15 transferring means. 



24. An apparatus as in claim 19, wherein the means 
for aerosolizing the medicament comprises a liquid reservoir 
and a nebulizer for introducing a liquid solution or suspension 

20 of the medicament into a gas stream. 

25. An apparatus as in claim 24, wherein the chamber 
has a generally cylindrical interior and receives the 
aerosolized medicament at a tangential angle so that a vortical 

25 flow is established, and wherein the aerosolized medicament 

enters at one end of the chamber and the mouthpiece is at the 
other end. 

26. An apparatus as in claim 25, wherein the chamber 
30 has a spacer tube disposed axially therein to help establish 

the vortical flow pattern. 

27. An apparatus as in claim 19, wherein the chamber 
has an internal volume in the range from 100 ml to 750 ml. 
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28. An apparatus as in claim 19, wherein the air 
inlet is located on the same end of the chamber as the 
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sweeps the chamber with air from the air inlet. 

5 • , 29 * *" apparatus as « claim 19, wherein the air 

inlet includes a one-way valve which permits inflow and 
prevents outflow. 

3 °" ^ a PP arattts ^ producing aerosolized doses of 
a medicament, said apparatus comprising: 

means for dispersing a predetermined amount of the 
medicament in a preselected amount of gas; and 

a chamber having an air inlet and a mouthpiece and 
being connected to receive the entire volume of dispersed 
medicament from, the dispersing means, wherein the chamber 

th!T T ±nternal fl ° W ^ al ° ng Which air is ^placed from 
the chamber as the chamber is being filled with medicament. 

31 * apparatus ^ in claim 30, wherein the means 

for aerosolizing the medicament comprises a dry powder 
reservoir and means for introducing preselected amounts of the 
dry powder into a flowing gas stream. 

an ? 2 " apparatus as in claim 31, further comprising 

an internal baffle within -kk^ ^ ^ ^ ng 

means chamber, wherein the transferrin, 

means directs the aerosol axially within the chamber and the 
internal baffle contains the medicament within the aerosol 
within a reckon between the transforming means and the baffle. 

air inl. t "V*" aPparatus as in 32, wherein the ambient 

«r inlet 1S disposed tangentiallv on the chamber between the 

ZZt 9 "* halation on the 

mouthpiece will induce a vortical flow of ambient air to sweep 
medicament past the baffle. 

v, • J 4 ' apparatus as ^ claim 33, wherein the baffle 
-hemispherical with a concave surface disposed toward the 
transferring means. 
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35. An apparatus as in claim 3 0, wherein the means 
for aerosolizing the medicament comprises a liquid reservoir 
and a nebulizer for introducing a liquid solution or suspension 
of the medicament into a gas stream. 

36. An apparatus as in claim 29, wherein the chamber 
has a generally cylindrical interior and receives the 
aerosolized medicament at a tangential angle so that the 
internal flow path is vortical, and wherein the aerosolized 
medicament enters at one end of the chamber and the mouthpiece 
is at the other end. 

37. An apparatus as in claim 27, wherein the chamber 
has a spacer tube disposed axially therein the help establish 
the vortical flow pattern. 

38. An apparatus as in claim 30, wherein the chamber 
has an internal volume in the range from 100 ml to 750 ml. 

39. An apparatus as in claim 30, wherein the air 
inlet is located on the same end of the chamber as the 
aerosolized medicament entry point, whereby patient inspiration 
sweeps the chamber with air from the air inlet. 

40. An apparatus as in claim 30, wherein the air 
inlet includes a one-way valve which permits inflow and 
prevents outflow. 

41. An apparatus for producing aerosolized doses of 
a medicament, said apparatus comprising: 

means for aerosolizing the medicament using 
pressurized gas to produce a flow of aerosolized medicament; 

means for delivering pressurized gas to the 
aerosolizing means; 

a chamber having an air inlet and a mouthpiece and 
being connected to receive the entire flow of aerosolized 
medicament from the aerosolizing means; and 

a controller including means for selectively 
controlling the amount of pressurized gas delivered to the 
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aerosolizing means, whereby delivery of single doses of 
medicament to the chamber may be effected. 

42. An apparatus as in claim 41, wherein the 
5 controller includes means for timing actuation of the 

pressurized gas delivering means. 

43. An apparatus as in claim 41, wherein the 
controller includes means for counting and displaying the 

10 number of doses delivered to the chamber. 

44. An apparatus as in claim 41, wherein the 
controller includes a microprocessor and a keypad for inputting 
information to the microprocessor. 

15 
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